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As Chairman of Claydon and Whitton Parish Council, I am pleased to welcome you to this 
Annual Parish Meeting, which is held for the whole electorate in the parish. It is an 
opportunity, not only to report on the work undertaken by the Parish Council in the past year, 
but also, for those on the Electoral Roll, to ask questions and raise issues of local concern 
with Parish Councillors and representatives from the County and District Councils. 
 
The Parish Council is able to play an important part in representing the interests of residents, 
aiming to improve the quality of life and the local environment. We endeavour, where 
appropriate, to influence other decision makers, enable things to happen and deliver a 
variety of services to meet local needs. 
 
It has been a busy year, not least because five long-serving Councillors stood down in May, 
and the five new Councillors, including myself, have had a lot to learn in a comparatively 
short time. We were also much saddened when our Chairman, Councillor Gavin Wood, felt it 
necessary to resign in December and our sincere thanks go to him for all his hard work. This 
has left one vacancy on the Parish Council, so we hope to co-opt another Councillor in the 
near future. If there are any volunteers, do see us afterwards! Fortunately, the new 
Councillors have been able to draw on a wealth of experience from continuing members of 
the Council, and I do thank all my colleagues for their support, in particular Councillor John 
Williams for his sterling work, both as Vice Chairman and as Acting Chairman while Gavin was 
unable to attend meetings; Councillor Chris Studd as Chairman of the Planning and Amenities 
Sub-Committee and Councillor Nigel Gutteridge as Chairman of the Finance Sub-Committee. 
We are most grateful too to County Councillor John Field and to our two Mid-Suffolk District 
Councillors, Martin Redbond and John Whitehead, for all their help during the year. 
 
Our Clerk and Finance Officer, Mrs Suzanne Eagle, is a tower of strength and works 
enormously hard to ensure that the Council runs smoothly and efficiently. We cannot thank 
her enough for her unfailing help, advice and support; as Councillors, we find her knowledge 
and experience invaluable. 
 
It seems that almost every day of the year there is something which requires the attention of 
the Council, but I will just pick out the main issues with which we have been dealing in the 
past twelve months: 
 
Highway and Transport Matters 
 
There are continuing concerns about HGVs coming through the parish; about illegal or 
inconsiderate street parking, especially outside and near the shops; and about frequent 
closures of the level crossing gates in Station Road. On the plus side, a designated parking 
area has been provided for motor-cycles outside the shops. 
 
Local Amenities 
 
Issues relating to street lighting, provision of grit bins, bus shelters, sufficiency of allotments, 
dog fouling and litter have all been addressed by the Parish Council in the past twelve 



months. Councillors have visited the Virador Recycling Facility at Great Blakenham, a most 
interesting experience. We regret closure of the Household Waste Recycling Centre at 
Bramford. Our thanks are due to Marian Chaplin and Mark Worby who assist with the cleaning 
of our streets and odd-jobs in the Parish on a part-time basis. We are pleased to support local 
facilities and to award small annual grants to a number of not-for-profit organisations within 
the parish. The Recreation Ground Committee (a charity) is currently without a Chairman, 
and through our representative we are keeping an eye on the situation, hoping that this 
important resource can continue to be used by the community. We are also progressing with 
the possible transfer of the Community Centre from the County Council to the Parish Council. 
A ‘No Cold Calling’ Zone was introduced in Newell Rise in November and if successful, the 
concept could be extended to other areas. 
 
Forthcoming Developments 
 
The Council has been overseeing the progress of four local developments. We have heard 
earlier this evening from SITA UK about the new Energy from Waste facility being built very 
close to our parish boundary. The SnOasis application is ongoing, although little further has 
been heard about this in recent months other than the start of residential building. For both 
these projects, residents’ worries have centred on air quality, visual impact and traffic issues. 
A major development is proposed by Barton Willmore for the old Fisons Site in Bramford, to 
include residential, leisure and retail uses, open space and highway improvements to Paper 
Mill Lane, and Councillors are monitoring this on behalf of Claydon and Whitton Rural 
residents. East Anglia Offshore Wind (a joint venture between ScottishPower Renewables and 
Vattenfall Wind Power Ltd) has been awarded a licence to develop a Windfarm off the Suffolk 
coast, which will require an onshore cable corridor linking to a converter station in Bramford. 
Parish Councillors have attended consultations on the proposals and have been able to put 
forward views on behalf of residents, particularly about the proposed route of underground 
cables likely to run through the Parish. 
 
Crime and Reassurance 
 
In partnership with Great Blakenham and Barham, we are fortunate to have the services of 
Police Community Support Officer Philip Brill, who works very hard locally, with the aim of 
reducing crime and providing reassurance for victims of crime. This initiative is part-funded 
by the electorate. PCSO Brill is often to be seen out and about in the parish in his police car, 
funded in part by Sackers, and his attendance at Parish Council Meetings is appreciated. 
Additional sponsorship towards the cost of the car is actively being sought, particularly from 
local businesses.  
 
The Parish Council does all it can to listen and respond to matters that are of importance to 
people living and working locally. If there is an issue that you would like the Council to 
consider, do please tell us or contact Mrs Eagle, our Clerk. Members of the public are 
welcome to attend our meetings and to speak at the end, so if you have an interest in parish 
life, do be sure to come along. If you are keen to assist in making the quality of life here in 
Claydon and Whitton Rural even better than it is now, do please let us know.  
 
 
 
Councillor Anne Dunford 
Chairman, Claydon and Whitton Parish Council 


