
 

Claydon and Whitton’s 

Community Meeting by Anne Dunford 

It was a pleasure to welcome Sue Herne, Emergency Planning Officer, as the speaker at Claydon 
and Whitton’s Community Open Meeting on 24th June.  
  
She outlined how emergency/resilience planning came about and ways in which parishes could benefit 
from having an Emergency Plan.  
  
Parish Council Chairman Anne Dunford explained the thinking behind the draft Plan which had been 
prepared over several months. 
  
Emergency Plan Coordinator, Joe Herne, emphasized the need for more volunteers to sign up to help in 
any emergency, and PCSO Phil Brill illustrated how the police and other emergency services would deal 
with a serious incident, such as the derailment of a freight train carrying and spilling toxic materials, at 
or near Claydon.  
 
In such a case, he said that the emergency services would need help and support from the local 
community, to evacuate residents from the scene and surrounding area.  Having the Plan in place will 
enable us to respond quickly to such an emergency situation and provide help where it is needed most.  
  
The Village Hall would be the initial Assembly Point and Claydon High School would be the primary rest 
centre.  
  
Students from Claydon High School set up the hall and offered refreshments for the event and two 
students are involved in the Coordinating group. They have been able to feed back, through the school 
newsletter, what is happening and what the process is all about. 
 
Forms to recruit volunteers to assist the Coordinating Team, should the need ever arise to activate the 
plan, are being sent out through the school to all parents.  Anyone else interested in becoming a 
volunteer can acquire a form from Claydon & Whitton Parish Council. 
   
At the end of the evening, there were a number of relevant questions for all the speakers, good 
discussions arising from those questions  as well as unanimous support for the adoption of the Claydon 
and  Whitton Emergency Plan, so we are delighted to join the other 21 parishes in Central Suffolk that 
have completed Plans in place.  
  
There is still work to do, however, so the Coordinating Team will continue to meet regularly to ensure 
that we are prepared as possible for any eventuality. The Plan can be found on the 
website www.claydonandbarham.onesuffolk.net and through the Parish Council’s twitter account 
@claywhitpc     
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