
 
CLAYDON & WHITTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
A Meeting of Claydon & Whitton Parish Council was held in Claydon Village Hall on Monday  
13 July 2015 at 7.30 pm   
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllrs CJ Studd (Chairman), F Blastland, G Cornish, A Dunford, N Gutteridge, M Le-May, 

G Risbridger, J Whitehead, JRG Williams, G Wood, PCSO Phil Brill and six members of 
the public.  Cllrs J Field and J Caston arrived in time for the last four items. 
 

1.  OPENNESS AND TRANSPARENCY NOTICE  
Prior to the meeting commencing the Chairman read out the notice regarding openness and 
transparency. 
 

2. PUBLIC FORUM 
Stella Coombes was amazed at the response of MSDC to the application for Taimoshan. 
Stella Coombes stated that she had heard a buzzing noise at night which she thought may 
be coming from Suez.  This would be investigated. 
Stella Coombes was concerned that accidents in Church Lane were not being reported to 
the police and PCSO Brill stated that unless someone is injured accidents are not recorded. 
John Tuppen was confused that parish councils having more than £25,000 did not have to 
record their financial situation on the website.  Cllr Williams said he would take this up with 
SALC and then report to the next Finance meeting. 
Maureen Swale felt everyone should be a little more vigilant where travellers are 
concerned.  
 

3.   APOLOGIES 
None    

   
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 15 June 2015 were approved and signed.  
 

5. MEMBERS DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
  None 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) Back-up (clerk’s computer) 
  The clerk confirmed that all parish council work is backed up every day.  If the  
  necessity arises, Cllr Wood agreed to collect the back-up system from the clerk’s  
  home. 

  (b) Bottle Bank 
  Cllr Williams praised “Greener” for emptying the bottle bank regularly and spray 
  cleaning the exterior.  It is emptied on a weekly basis but still gets full before collection  
  day. 

  (c)  Emergency Plan 
  It was noted that the Emergency Plan meeting scheduled for Monday 20 July had been  
  cancelled and the next meeting will take place on Monday 16 November at 7 pm at  
  Claydon High School.  

  (d) Community Responders 
  Dick Bound had informed us that one member of the BBC Responders had confirmed  
  that they would not be continuing and the remaining responders will give as much time  
  as possible to attend calls but if this is insufficient they may have to discontinue.  He  
  will keep us informed.    
   

7. PLANNING & AMENITIES REPORT 
(a) Delegation of Planning Decisions to Clerk 
  In line with the Transparency Code when necessary planning decisions can be made  
  by the clerk, in consultation with the Chairman.  However, this would not apply to larger  
  applications.  Cllr Cornish proposed that we follow this course of action.  This was  
  seconded by Cllr Williams and unanimously agreed.   
         



8. FINANCE REPORT  
(a) Draft minutes of meeting held 15 June 2015  
  Copy appended in the minute book. 

  (b) PCSO Funding (including Suez and Viridor) 
  Suez and Viridor had both turned down our applications for funding. 
  Cllr Studd had spoken to the manager of the business park but they did not want a  
  PCSO. 
  Barham Parish Council has stated that they will only pay what they are at the  
  moment. 
  Bramford Parish Council are being pursued and they will be discussing this during their  
  next parish council meeting.  Henley and Hemingstone will also be contacted.   
  Cllr Wood felt we should also pursue other companies for small contributions saying  
  that we already have a donation from Sackers. 
  Cllr Gutteridge felt Claydon should fund at least until March 2016. 
 
(c)  Claydon Football Club 
  Cllr Gutteridge felt that any grant should be matched funding. 
 
The chairman closed the meeting to allow a member of the public to speak. 
 
  The question asked was why we are considering giving money to the football  
  club when we need a PCSO and the Chairman explained that we must support the  
  football club because it is a community organisation. 
 
The chairman reconvened the meeting. 
 
  Cllr Williams raised the point that  the football club covers Great Blakenham, Barham  
  and Claydon and the club is in Great Blakenham.  It was agreed we should ask what  
  Great Blakenham and Barham are contributing towards this project.   
 

9. QUESTIONS ON WRITTEN REPORTS 
(a) Police  
  A copy of Phil Brill’s report is appended in the minute book. 
  Cllr Cornish remarked on how nice it was to have a village event, i.e. garage sale. 
  It was felt that a tasking group meeting should be arranged in order to keep everyone  
  updated and Cllr Dunford confirmed that such a meeting was fixed for 22 September.  
     
(b) County Councillor 
  A copy of John Field’s report is appended in the minute book.     
  .    
(c) District Councillor 
  A copy of John Whitehead’s report is appended in the minute book.    
   
(d) Village Hall 
  A copy of Geoff Roger’s report is appended in the minute book. 
  Cllr Dunford was concerned that as a trustee of the Village Hall Management  
  Committee she could have a conflict of interest and feels that parish council  
  representatives should be observers with or without voting powers.  Cllr Wood felt that  
  Cllr Dunford should vote.    Cllr Williams pointed out that she would have a non- 
  pecuniary interest.  It was agreed that this would be discussed further at the September  
  meeting.   
 
(e) Recreation Ground 
  Cllr Cornish had no further update but a meeting was being held on Monday 20 July  
  and she will report back following this. 
 
(f)  Viridor 
  A copy of John Whitehead’s report is appended in the minute book. 
 
(g) SALC area meeting 
  Cllr Williams will circulate the minutes of this meeting held on 4 June once they are  
  produced. 
 



10. STANDING ORDERS 
A copy of Item 27 – Council Tax Arrears had been circulated to all parish councillors for 
inclusion at the end of the Standing Orders. 
Cllr Dunford had produced a draft of “Responsibilities of a Parish Councillor” and following 
consultation with Cllrs Studd and Williams, these will be circulated with the next agenda for 
approval by all parish councillors.  
 

11. BUS STOP (opposite fish and chip shop) 
SCC will be asked to clear the area around the brick bus shelter. 
 

12. CLAYDON CHURCH LANE 
Barham Church Lane is becoming so overgrown with vegetation that it is thought that 
drivers are using Claydon Church Lane as an alternative route.  The landowner will be 
contacted as it is his responsibility to keep the vegetation cut back.  
 

13. CLAYDON & BARHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Cllr Cornish reported that they had obtained £40,000 from SITA. 
 

14. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS THAT IN THE OPINION OF THE CHAIRMAN SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS A MATTER OF URGENCY 
Cllr Williams raised the matter of the Neighbourhood Plan and he explained that no further 
progress had been made because no other parishes were interested.  An item will be 
placed on the September agenda. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm 
           Chairman 


