
 
CLAYDON & WHITTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
A Meeting of Claydon & Whitton Parish Council was held in Claydon Village Hall on Monday 
13 March 2017 at 7.30 pm   
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present: Cllrs CJ Studd (Chairman), P Avis, C Barber, G Cornish, A Dunford, N Gutteridge,  

G Risbridger, J Whitehead, J Williams J Field (County Councillor) and three members of 
the public.   
 

Cllr Williams reported on the complaint made by Cllr Le-May to the Monitoring Officer and the  
reply he had received from the Monitoring Officer, as follows:- 

 
“I have assessed the complaint made against you by Cllr Mary Anne Le-May in consultation with  
an independent person and concluded that there has been no breach of the Code of Conduct.    
I have now closed the file relating to this matter.” 

 
1.      APPOINTMENT OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR 

Caroline Barber was co-opted onto the parish council and duly signed her Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office. 
 

2. APPOINTMENT OF NEW VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Williams nominated Cllr Cornish as the new vice-chairman.  This was seconded by  
Cllr Dunford and unanimously agreed. 
 

3. PUBLIC FORUM 
A resident reported that a telegraph pole had been hit by a vehicle and that residents in 
Church Lane once again had no land line or internet. 
Help from someone in Claydon with the website was requested, preferably from a parish 
councillor. 

 
4.   APOLOGIES 

Cllr Le-May (unwell).  This reason for absence was accepted. 
   
5. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

One amendment was made to the minutes of the meeting held on 16 January.  (The clerk’s 
salary increase is with effect from 1 April 2017 and not 1 April 2016.)  Following this 
amendment the minutes were then approved and signed. 
 

6. RESIGNATION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR 
Gavin Wood had resigned as a parish councillor due to work commitments.  A letter of 
thanks had been sent. 
 

7. MEMBERS DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
  None 

 
8. CORRESPONDENCE 

 (a) Babergh East, Police and Parish Forum 
  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 March 2017 in Claydon Village Hall. 
(b) Ipswich Northern Bypass 
  An email had been received indicating that an independent campaign group is being  
  formed by a group of various individuals.  It was agreed that we would be interested  
  in hearing more about this group and Anthony Palmer will be invited to the next parish  
  council meeting to explain this in more detail. 

9. PLANNING & AMENITIES REPORT 
(a)  Draft minutes of the meeting held 13 February 2017 
  These were distributed to all parish councillors and a copy appended in the minute  
  book. 
 
 
 



(b)  0893/17 – Fell 1 Sycamore – Box Cottage, 19 Old Ipswich Road, Claydon 
  There were no objections to this tree work being carried out. 
 
(c) 0191/17 - Land to rear of de Saumarez Drive, Norwich Road, Barham 
  Erection of 23 dwellings. 
  We have received no official notification of this application even though this will  
  impact on the traffic through Claydon.   It will be pointed out to MSDC that we need  
  notification of larger developments even though they are not in Claydon. 

  The Chairman closed the meeting to allow a resident to speak concerning a recent 
application to build houses near Henry V111 Farmhouse, Barham. 
The meeting was then reconvened. 

  (d) SnOasis Parish Alliance 
  Cllr Studd reported that MSDC have granted an extension in order that further  
  discussions can take place. During next week’s meeting the  
  application for Reserved Matters will be split between the parishes.   Cllr Dunford  
  urged that the original plan to include a train station at Great Blakenham should not  
  be overlooked.  Cllr Field said that the Secretary of State wanted the planning  
  application to be linked with the station but at present it is not. 

10. FINANCE REPORT 
(a) Draft minutes of meeting held 27 February 2017 
  These were distributed to all parish councillors and a copy appended in the minute  
  book. 
 

11. QUESTIONS ON WRITTEN REPORTS 
(a) County Councillor 
  A copy of Cllr Field’s report is appended in the minute book. 
  A request had been made to consider a Pedestrian Crossing in Church Lane where the  
  pavement has already been lowered.  Cllr Field said that it might be possible to  
  consider this, or traffic lights, when the large amount of houses are built at the bottom  
  of Barham Church Lane.  
(b) District Councillor 
  A copy of Cllrs Caston’s and Whitehead’s report is appended in the minute book.   
(c) Village Hall 
  A copy of Geoff Rogers’ report is appended in the minute book. 

  (d)  Recreation Ground / Youth Group / Viridor 
  Cllr Whitehead reported that the Recreation Ground AGM is being held on 3 May. 
  Cllr Whitehead will put the Recreation Ground accounts on the Charities Commission  
  website. 
  An updated contract is awaited covering the Recreation Ground grass cutting schedule. 
  A copy of Cllr Whitehead’s report is appended in the minute book. 
(e) SALC Area Meeting – 9 March 2017 
  A copy of this report is appended in the minute book. 
(f) Planning Conference – 2 March 2017 
  Cllrs Cornish and Avis attended this Planning Conference in Mildenhall and found it  
  very interesting.  Basically the organisers of this event were trying to get every parish to  
  have a Neighbourhood Plan.  Details about this will be discussed during the next  
  Planning & Amenities Meeting.     

   
12. PCSO 

Cllr Dunford had tried to discuss the matter with Leigh Jenkins, Suffolk Constabulary, but 
despite several efforts no response had been forthcoming.  
 

13. SECURITY – CCTV CAMERAS 
Cllr Studd had obtained a quotation of £3328 + VAT for installing four cameras in the centre 
of the village.  A copy of this will be forwarded to all parish councillors for comment. 
Cllr Gutteridge was concerned that only the police would be allowed to look at the footage 
and felt that someone from the parish council should be authorised to look at the footage on 
a weekly basis.  He and some other councillors questioned if these cameras would be good 
value for money. 
 



14. STREET LIGHTING 
The street lighting manager is willing to meet the Chairman of the parish council to discuss 
SCC switching their lights back on to full-lighting during the night.  However, he has spoken 
to the police who did not support this request due to the very low levels of crime 
experienced.  A meeting will be arranged between Cllr Studd and the Street Lighting 
Manager 
 

15. OLD IPSWICH ROAD (PARKING) 
A proposal had been received from Suffolk Highways to install parking restrictions in Old 
Ipswich Road.  All parish councillors had received a copy of this proposal and, apart from 
one abstention, it was unanimously agreed to proceed.   

 
16. CLAYDON CHURCH LANE 

Dealt with under item 3 above. 
 

17. WHITTON RURAL 
A resident from Thurleston Lane had raised a planning issue but she had been advised that 
this would not be discussed until a formal planning application is received.   
 
A resident of Whitton Hill had queried why a traffic count was being carried out as he did 
not consider there was sufficient traffic to warrant this taking place.  It was explained that 
this had taken place because of complaints to the County Councillor and this would provide 
an up to date record. 
 

18. A14 ROAD NOISE 
Cllr Williams reported on a letter which had been received from Highways England which 
indicated that no work would be carried out for another two years.  Dr D Poulter will be 
asked to comment on this.  
 

19. CLAYDON & BARHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
A defibrillator has been purchased and is in the process of being installed. 
  

20. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS THAT IN THE OPINION OF THE CHAIRMAN SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS A MATTER OF URGENCY BY REASON OF SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES TO BE SPECIFIED IN THE MINUTES 
Cllr Studd felt that it may help people to deposit their glass in the correct place if a sign was 
fixed to the fence around the bottle banks.  It was agreed that a laminated sign would be 
sufficient for this purpose and the clerk will arrange this.  
 

21. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS 
None 
 

 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 
 
 
           Chairman 


